
Name That 

Stream! 
Wayne Township Stream 

Naming Project 

FAQs: 
 
How will I know if a stream is 
unnamed?  
 
View unnamed streams map at 
www.waynetownship.us or 
check multiple large-scale 
maps published by the Federal 
and State Governments, such 
as U.S. Geological Survey maps 
which can be found at Warren 
County Soil and Water 
Conservation District.  
 
How will I know if my 
proposed name is approved? 
 
The person or entity 
submitting the request will be 
notified by the U.S. Board on 
Geographic Names. 
 
Do I need the Township’s 
approval?   
 
Though proposed names do not 
need approval from the Board 
to be approved, the review 
process will be expedited if 
the proposer furnishes some 
evidence of local support.   
 
 
How long does the approval 
process take? 
 
The review and approval 
process can take up to 6 
months.  Inquiries may be 
directed to: 
 
Executive Secretary 
Domestic Geographic Names 
Committee 
U.S. Board on Geographic 
Names 
c/o U.S. Geological Survey 
523 National Center 
Reston, VA 20192-0523 
(703)648-4544 

Phone:  (513)897-3010 

Fax:  (513)897-3015 

Wayne Township, Ohio 

6050 N. Clarksville Road 

PO Box 89 

Waynesville, Ohio  45068 

 

A Community Project 

Funded by Ohio Environmental Education Fund 
And  Dayton Power & Light 

Thank you to our sponsors 

and partners! 



Why name a stream? 

 
About the project 

How to name a stream? 
 

Naming a stream is an approval process 

through the US Board on Geographic 

Names (USBGN).  The first step is to visit 

www.geonames.usgs.gov for resources 

such as the USBGN principles, policies and 

procedures for applying geographic 

names to become familiar with their sug-

gestions before deciding on names.   

Once you’re familiar with the policies, you 

can begin researching possible names for 

the stream. Names related to local history, 

folklore, topography, and natural life are 

encouraged.  It may be useful to visit your 

local Historic Society to help with research. 

 Proposed names can be submitted online 

through the USBGN website for the re-

view process to begin. 

 

Wayne Township has been awarded 

funding from the Ohio Environmental 

Education Fund and DP&L to place 

signs at stream crossings telling com-

muters the name of the tributary (a 

stream flowing into a larger river or 

lake), they are crossing.  However, not 

all tributaries in the Township cur-

rently have a name.   

Why is this important?   

Smaller streams are essential to the health of 

the larger river system.  In Wayne Township, 

the larger river is the Little Miami River, a Na-

tional and State Scenic River.  Naming the 

streams and making the names known to resi-

dents, encourages a connection with the local 

watershed. 

What is a watershed? 

A watershed is the area of land where all of 

the water that drains off of it flows to a com-

mon outlet, such as a stream, river or lake.  

When it rains, the water drains off of your 

property eventually flows into the Little Miami 

River.  So, you reside in the Little Miami River 

Watershed.   

Simple things you can do  to keep your water-

shed clean: 

 Pick up after your pet. Dog waste contains 

harmful bacteria and parasites that can 

enter streams through rain runoff. 

 Test your soil before you fertilize.  If you 

fertilize your lawn or garden, know how 

much, if any nutrients your soil needs.   

 If a stream flows through your yard, main-

tain a vegetated buffer or “no-mow” zone 

along the stream.  Vegetation filters pollut-

ants from 

entering 

streams. 

Steps: 

 
 View unnamed streams map at 

www.waynetownship.us 

 Visit www.geonames.usgs.gov for re-

sources and facts 

 Research the area and distinctive fea-

tures of your stream 

 Contact Wayne Township Administra-

tive Offices to discuss proposed name 

 Submit proposed name through the 

online submittal process on 

www.geonames.usgs.gov 


